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Decennial Census

• Designed to provide an official count of population

• Conducted once a decade

• 2020 Census had 10 questions

• Basic topics: sex, age, race, ethnicity, household size and 
type, owner or renter housing occupancy, group quarters

• Data down to block level.

The American Community Survey

• Continuous, sample survey

• Each household has roughly a 1-in-500 chance of being 
selected within a month.

• Provides estimates of population, social, economic and 
housing characteristics; not an official count.

• Describes characteristics over a period of time: 1 or 5 years.

• Data down to tract or block group level.



https://www.seattle.

gov/opcd/population

-and-demographics

City of Seattle 
Population & 
Demographics 
Website

link

link

https://www.seattle.gov/opcd/population-and-demographics
https://www.seattle.gov/opcd/population-and-demographics/decennial-census#2020
https://frontporch.seattle.gov/2021/03/22/join-our-i-love-census-data-virtual-conversation/


City of Seattle 
Population & 
Demographics 
Website

Data from  American Community Survey, 5-year S
Exploring the Patterns of People mapping app 
with data from the most recent 5-year  
American Community Survey  

https://seattlecitygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a447494df6e14dbba356963a9442834a




Topics in the Decennial Census and ACS Data
Demographic:
Total Population
Age—under 18, 18+; detailed age groups
Sex
Hispanic or Latino ethnicity—basic; detailed
Race—basic; detailed
Household Population
Ave. Household Size; Household and Family types, size
Group Quarters Pop—in basic GQ types ; detailed types

Housing:
Number of Units—Occupied, Vacant; detailed
Tenure (Owner/Renter)
Monthly Housing Costs
Year Moved into Unit
Occupants per Room
Value of Home
Year Structure Built
Units in Structure
Number of Bedrooms
Plumbing, Kitchen, Utilities, Internet
Vehicles Available

Social:
Ancestry
Disability
Educational Attainment
Language
Residence 1 Year Ago
Place of Birth
Year of Entry into U.S.
Fertility
School Enrollment

Economic:
Income and Poverty Status
Food Stamps/SNAP
Health Insurance Coverage
Employment
Wages
Industry
Occupation
Commuting and Place of 
Work

Key: 

American 
Community Survey 
(ACS): 
includes all topics 
listed (and more)

Decennial Census: 
includes all topics in 
yellow and green)

Decennial Census 
Redistricting Data: 
includes only topics 
highlighted in green.

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/subjects.html




https://www.seattle.

gov/opcd/population

-and-demographics

City of Seattle 
Population & 
Demographics 
Website

Scroll down to find links to report on Community Indicators 

of  Equitable Development

https://www.seattle.gov/opcd/population-and-demographics
https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OPCD/Demographics/CommunityIndicatorsReport2020.pdf


Phase 1: Community Indicators
Report released [Month, 2020]

21 Community Indicators

link
link

https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OPCD/Demographics/CommunityIndicatorsReport2020.pdf#page=29
https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OPCD/Demographics/CommunityIndicatorsReport2020.pdf#page=34


• Developed to help inform the City’s equitable 

development efforts and other RSJI-related 

work.

• Combines data on race & ethnicity, 

socioeconomic disadvantage, and health 

disadvantage to identify where RSJI priority 

populations make up relatively large proportions 

of residents. 

• The two highest priority quintiles shown in 

brown and maroon in map to right.

• Available on: 

• ArcGIS Online
• SeattleGeoData (open data)
• City’s internal GIS Production Server

Race and Social Equity 
Index

https://seattlecitygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Minimalist/index.html?appid=764b5d8988574644b61e644e9fbe30d1
http://data-seattlecitygis.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/racial-and-social-equity-composite-index
https://seattlecitygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Minimalist/index.html?appid=764b5d8988574644b61e644e9fbe30d1


http://www.seattle.gov

/redistricting/maps-

and-resources

Redistricting 
Commission:
Maps and 
Resources

Jennifer Pettyjohn, 
OPCD, 
demonstrates 
Seattle Redistricting 
Data dashboard

http://www.seattle.gov/redistricting/maps-and-resources
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5e7b1a0062994fadbe37cc91eda067fa

